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BOT TAK APY)XBA!

Llecapka Pakaura u Kkpokoaua Pamamba nokJjsiiuch B Beu-
Ho#l npyxK6e. OHU NMOKJAsANUCH U 3a cebs, U 3a pouuTesiel, U 3a
OpaTbeB C CECTpaMH, W 3a AAMIOLIEK C TETYyLIKAMH, U faxe 3a
caMbiX NaJibHHUX POACTBEHHHKOB.

Ax, no uero xXe MNPUATHO CMOTPEeTb Ha JETOK UECapkKH,
JPYKHO UTPAIOUIMX C MajJleHbKUMH KPOKOAUJAbUHUKamMu! ¥ camo-
ro 4EPCTBOrO KPOKOAHUJIA OT YMUJIEHUS] HABEPHYJUCh Obl CJE3b
Ha rJjasal!

Kpokonun Pamamba sexan Ha necouke W J11060BaJjCs TPoO-
rateqbHOH KapTHHOH. OH M He 3aMeTuJl, KaK K HeMy Mojolijia
['weHna.

— 3npascTByil, Pamamba,— ckaszaja oHa NpUBETJIHBO,—
1 BUXKY, Thl coOOMpaelibcsl XOpollo noobenars.

— [loobenatv? — u3ymuiacsa Pamamba.

— A uTo Xe ewé c HUMH JesaTb, C 1ECAPOUYKAMH? —
cnpocusa ['uena.— Mub Kakue xXUpHeHbKHe, anneTuTHble! Mo-
’KeT, H MeHs1 YrOCTHIUb, a?



— OnomMHHUCH,
UTO Thl FOBOPHILIBL! —
paccepauics Pamam-
6a.— 9% u nmoaymarh
He  Mory, 4ToObl
cbecTb ux! Beab Mbl
¢ PakaHroi nokss-
JINCb B BEUHOH APy K-
Oe!

— lloaymaeuwn,
nokasiiuce! Ilokas-
JIUCb, a Tenepb pac-
KasiHutecb. KM Bcé
TyT! — ckazana ['ue-
Ha M 3axHUXHKaJja,
notromy uto aas ['ue-
Hbl KJSITBbI U o0ewula-
HUSl HUYero He 3Ha-
yart.

— Kak xertak,—
BO3MYyTHJCcs Pamawm-
6a,—s Beab AaJ
CJIOBO, U Bce 00 3TOM
3Ha1oT!

— Xu-xu! A re-
nepb  Bce  OynayT
3HaTb, UYTO Thl €ro
Hapywua. M1 HHuero
TyT ocobenHoro. Cam
MOCMOTPH: Llecapou-
KM-TO KHUPHEHBbKHE,
BCe KaK OJlHA.

M T'uena c camo#
ApYKeqoOHOH yJblO-
Kol crana npubJH-
XKaTbCsd K MaJeHb-



KUM llecapkaMm. Ho Bua eé HHUKOro He
obmaHyJ. Bca cralika KuHyJach K
CBOEH Mame.

— Oii-oit! — 3amymesu-3araJjje-
JU OHU.— Mbl TOJBKO 4TO BHIEIH
[neny!

— A uro oHa menaja? — CHpocCH-
Jsa Pakanra.

— Ona pasroBapHBaJsa co CTa-
pbim Pamam6oi.

Pakanra 3aaymasnacb: «['meHa—
J1aBHHI Bpar 1ecapok, a KpPOKOAHI —
ApYyr HenaBHUH. MOXKXHO JH eMmy 10
KoHLa BepuTh?» M Pakanra nono3sBa-
Jla CBOMX JleTeH:

— Jletu, He wurpaiTe OoJiblie C
MaJleHbKHMH KPOKOJIHJIbUYHKAMH.

— KoHeuHo, Mamouka!— corJaa-
CUJIMCh MaJbilii.— Ham coBceM W He
xoueTcsi Urpatb ¢ HUMH! Y KpOKOAM-
JIOB Takue ocTpble 3yOni!..

[Tpouwio HeckoJbKO AHeH. JI€xa
no OObIKHOBEHHIO Ha Mecouke, KPOKO-
JMJ BCMOMHHJ CBO#l pasroBop ¢ ['ne-
HOH.

«A Begb W BHOpaBLy,— noaymal
OH,— COBCEM He XyJ10 Obl NOJaKOMHTb-
cs uecapkaMu. YUYro-TO HX QaBHO He
suaHo. Hago y3Hate y ['wenbl, Kyna
OHH 3aMpONacTHIHCH>.

lwena mnocoBeTOBasa pacckasaTb
Bcem, Oyaro Pamamba ymep, ¥ MNpH-
rnacuTb cemeicTBo PakaHru Ha mnoxo-
POHBbl ¥ HA MOMHHKH.

— He Bepio s 3TOMY,— CKasaJja
Pakaura cBOUM jeTsiM.— UTO-TO MHe



He XOueTcsl UATH Ha MOXOPOHBI, & HA MOMHUHKH — U BOBce. Kak
6bl HAa 3THX MOMHHKaX HAc CaMHX He CbeJH...

— JlaBaii He noWpgém, Mmamal — 3aBOJHOBAJIUCh JI€TH.

— Her, npexxne Hago Bc€ pa3y3HaTb,— ckKa3aja Pakah-
ra.— bynbTe Hactopoxe u aepxuTecb BoaJje MeHs. Ecau s
LLIEJKHY KJIOBOM, Cpa3y pasJjeTanTech.

Ilecapku 3acemeHuaH K peke. Ha Gepery onu yBuaenu Pa-
MaMby, KOTOpbIH JexasJ Ha CIHHe W Kas3aJjcsi COBepIlUeHHO
MEpPTBbIM. Bokpyr Hero Tosinmuaach poAHS W yTHpa/ja ropbkue
CJIE3Dl.

— HWnure, npy3ps, K HaM,— N0O3BaJ LLeCapPOK CbIHOK CTapo-
ro KPOKOAUJa,— B3IJITHUTE B MOCJEJHHI pa3 Ha MOero namnou-
Ky. OH CKOHUaJCs CeroHsl yTpoM, U Nepei CMepTbio BCE mneya-
JINJICSI, UTO He MOI C BAMM MNMPOCTHUTbCS. benHbidl, OeaHblii na-
nouka! Y Hero Obl1a Takass kpacuBas deuwyst! OH Obl1 TaKuM
JIOBKHM M cuabHbiM! Kakasi yxxkacHasi noteps niasi Bcex! A Thl,
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Pakaura, craJsa Tenepb A8 Hac ellé OOpOxKe — Beab Thbl Oblia
ero cambiM JyuliuMm apyrom. [lonoian xke! [ToGanxe!

— 9l u tak cauuikom 6JM3KO CTOI,— CcKasaja PakaHra.—
Ho mHe nouemy-1o Kaxkercsl, uto Pamamba »KUBOH...

— [louemy? — ynuBuJics celHOK PamamoObi.

— Jla noToMy, UTO OH He JeJlaeT ABUXKEeHUH, KaKue 0ObIYHO
JenaT BCe yMmeplline.

— Hy un Hy! —cka3an camomy cebe cbiH Pamam6bl. M ewré
noaymads: «Bek »xuBH, Bek yuuchb. Benb ['veHa Huuero He roBo-
puna o6 3toM». A Bcayx crnpocua: — Kakue e nBHXKeHHA
JIOJIXK€H [1eJ1aTb MEPTBbIH KPOKOMLHJ?

— Bce, kakue emy ykaxyT,— orBetusa Pakanra.— Ecau
1, HanpuMep, ckaxy: «lloweBeaun sanamMu» — OH [OJIKEH MO-
IIeBeJHTb JanamHu.

— AX, BOT OHO 4YTO! — BOCKJIHKHYJ1 CbIHOK PaMam6bl, KOTO-
PbiH, KaK W BCE KPOKOIHJbe CEMEHCTBO, HE OTJIHYAJICH CMeKaJl-
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kKoh.— Besn emy, PakaHra, nBuratb XxoTb Jlanamu, XOTb uem!
Cama yBuAMUWDb, Kakod oH MépTBbiH! MepTBéll He ObiBaer!
llecapka warHy/na K «MOKOHHHKY>.

— Pamamba,—ckaszana oHa,—ecJd Thl B CamMoM jeje
MEPTBbLIH, MOLWEBEJH JlanaMHu.

Pamamb6e oueHb xoTesoCh BBINVIAAETb TMO-HACTOSALLEMY
MEDPTBbIM, H MO3TOMY OH ObICTPO-ObLICTPO 3aABHraJ Janamu.

— 3ameuarenbHo! — noxBaJiaa PakaHra, 4yTb OTCTYIIHB
Haszal.— A Tenepb OTKPOU M 3aKpPOW MacTh.

JlnuuHble yeqiocth PamamObl pacnaxHyJUCh U TYT Ke C
y>KacawolHUM JA3roM 3aXJOTHYJIHCh.

— Barasinu-ka Ha MeHsi, KpokoauJ!— KpHKHYyna PakaH-
ra.— B3rjisiHU Ha Bcex Hac, MOTOMY 4UTO 00Jiblle Thbl HAC HUKO-
rna He yBHAHUWD!

M, rpoMKO UIENKHYB KJIOBOM, OHa BMeCTe C J€TbMH YyJe-
TeJsa.

C Toro AHA W KoHuHMaacb aApyx6a Pakanru ¢ Pamam60ii.
M ¢ tex nmop uecapku HUKoraa He npubJuxKaiorcs K peke. OHH
KYNarmTcs B MblJIH, a XaxXAy YTOJASIOT POCOH, MOTOMY UTO OCTe-
peralTc CBOUX ObIBILUHX, TAKHX HEBEPHbIX, APY3eH. \



KAK KPOJIHK MPOCO CEHsJI

Hanyman onnaxabl Kposuk npoco nocesitb. Jla Bot 6ena:
3eMJis TBEpAasi, KOnaTb TPYAHO, & JallKKh y KPOJMKOB /5 Ta-
KON paboTbl cOBCceM He TOAsITCS.

«Kak O6bl 3TO H3/J0BUUTbCH,—JoMaa rojoBy Kposaunk,—
uTO0 M ceOs He yTOMUTb, U IPOCOM MOJAaKOMHUTbCA! A He B3SAThb
JIU KOro-HUOY/b B MOMOILLHHUKH?»

Peweno —cnenano. Ilo6exan Kpoaunk B sec k Cihony.

— 3apaBcTBY#, cocen! Y MeHs K Tebe aedo.

— 3npasctByil, Kposauk! Urto ewé 3a peno? — crnpocu
CJIOH HelOBepUMBO, MOTOMY UYTO BCe B JKYHIJVISIX 3HAJH, KAKOH
Kposuk soBKau u nayr.

— Jla BoT xo0uy npoco nocesitb. [loMmoru mHe noJsie BCKO-
nath, a A Te6s1 oTbJyarogaplo, Koraa ypoxxam co3peer.

— I[lonymatrb Hano,—orBetun CiioH.— Cefiuac 51 oueHb
3aHAT.

— Tak kak? Ilomoxeuib KM HeT? — cHOBa crpocua Kpo-
JIUK.

— JlanHo, nomory,— cornacuiicsi Cl0H U MaxHyJ OrpOM-
HbIMM, KaK ABa onaxaJa, yuamu.— Ho Tonbko konatb s 6yny
HOYbIO.






— Bor cnacu6o! —o6panoBanca Kposuk.— 3HauuTt, Tl
O6yaellb KomaTb HOublo, a f1 AHéM. Hy, a uto mo pacnaarhi...

— Tyt Bcé sacHo,— ckasaa Cison.— [lopoBHy pa6ora, no-
nojam M ypoxam.

Kpo/suky He oueHb MOHPABUJIOCHL 3TO YCJOBHE, HO OH He
noaaj BUAY W MOCHELINJ COrJIaCHUThCS.

— Peweno! —cka3an oH.— byay xpatb Te6s BedepoM.
Moé noJsie BoH TaMm, Bo3Jie Tp€x 6a06a60B, y NMOJAHOXKHSA CKaJbl.

PaccraBunche co CuioHom, Kposawk nomuasnca Ha peky.
[Ipuuiypsicb, OH BHHUMAaTeJbHO BCMOTPEJCH B CBEePKAIOLLYIO
peuHyto raaab. M BoT Hax BOAOH MOAHAJNOCH UTO-TO OFPOMHOE,
MoxoxKee Ha ropy.

— IlpuBer, Beremor! — kpukHya Kponuk.

— 3apaBcTBYH,—nporyaen B oTBeT beremor.

— 9 Buxky, Mmuablit beremor, y Te6s npekpacHoe HacTpoe-
HHe. DTO OueHb MPUATHO. A y MeHS K Tebe He6GOJIbLIOE Aeblie.

beremoT BbiOpaJsicsi Ha Oeper W, TAXKea0 CTynasi, MOAOLIEN
K KpoJsuky.

— Jleno BoT Kakoe,— Hauyaa Kpoauk.— Haaymaa g npoco
nocesiTh, Aa OAHOMY He TMOJ CHJY BCKomaTb uejoe noJe. He
rmoMoxkeub Ju MHe? $I 6bl HOUbIO KomaJi, a Thl — AHEM. BaBoéMm
Mbl XKMBO YNpaBUMCS.

— MuHe ToXe xoTesoch Obl KONaTb HOUbID,— CKa3aJ bere-
MOT,— KOTJla He TaK »KapKo.

— Her, 370 HeBO3MOXKHO. ¥ HAc, KPOJHUKOB, TOJIbKO HOUBIO
cusa nossasiercs. [losTtoMy nHEM a cTapaloch cnarh.

beremoT HenOBOJILHO 3amnbixTes: paboTaTh B XKapy eMy He
XOTeJs0Ch.

— A uTO {1 moayudy 3a paboTy? — CIIPOCHJ OH.

— HanpacHo Tbl 3apaHee 6ecnokKouIlbcsi,— OTBeTHJ Kpo-
JuK.— Bckonaem, noceem, noXKHEM, TaM U YBUIUM...

— A 310 U cefluac BUIHO,— cka3aJs beremor.— 3a Takyio
paboTy MHe moJaraeTtcsi NoJOBHHA ypOxKas.

— JlagHo, Oyab no-tBoemy! — corsacuicst Kpoauk.—
[ToAném, g npoBoXKy TebGs Ha noJe.

M oHM HanpaBUJHCh K MOAHOXKHUIO cKaJbl. Kposuk ouepTua
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rpaHuubl noJs, ¥ bereMmoT npuHsaCca BCKamnbl-
- BaTb 3e€MJII0 CBOUMH MOILHbIMH JanamHu.

— Oro! Hennoxo y Tebs nosayuaercsi! —
BoCKJAUKHY Kponuk.— Pabotail, pabotad, a
BeUepoOM s CMeHIO Tels.

[lo6exxan Kpoank K cebGe B HOPKY H
npocnaj TaMm A0 camoro Beuepa. Ha no-
Jle OH BepHYJCS He3anoJro A0 MPUX0/a
CaioHa.

-— Monopen, 4yro He onospan,—ckazan oH CioHy.—
BarssiHu, CKOJIBKO §1 ycnes chefarh.

— Huxkorpa 6b1 He nmopymasn,— yauBuicsi CJIOH, 4TO Thl
cCyMeelwb TAK r1ybOKO BCKOMATb 3eMJIiO!

— YK He Kaxercs U Tebe, coce/l, UTO 1 MaJleHbKHH U cJla-
Obli! — obupencss nayTHLIKA.

— $1 BoBce He xoren Te6s o6HUAETb...— HayaJj ONpPaBAbI-
BaTbcs CJlOH. |

— XoTb 51 ¥ HebGoJsbuioro pocra,— nepe6bua Kposauk,— Ho
JIOBKUH, U MOTY NATbAECAT pa3 00epHyTbCs BOKPYT cebsl, nmoka
Tbl NOBEPHEWIbCA OAMH pa3. Hy JanmHo, Tpyauch, a 1 noumy
B3/IDEMHY.

Korga Ha apyroe ytpo beremoT npuiuén Ha nauiHio, OH
npsAMO 3amMep OT YAMBJEHHUS: MOAYMATb TOJbKO, KaK MHOTO
BcKonaJ KpoJsiuk 3a HOYb!

— JTO nopasuTesbHO! —CcKasajl OH BCAYyX.— YX £-TO
3Halo, Kakas 31ecb TBépaas 3emJss! Yma He MpPUIOXKY, KaK Te-
06e ynajocb CTOJIbKO BCKOMAThb!

— Ila 3710 npoie npocroro! MHe naxe U cTrapaTtbcs 0CO-
6eHHO He MPULIJI0Ch,— OTBeTHJ KpOJIHK, H TYT OH HU KamnesbKH
He coJrad.

Uepe3 Henento noJje 6blio BCKoMaHo W 3acesiHo. CJIOH Bep-
HyJICS B J2KYHr/H, a beremor — Ha peky. M Kaxablit ¢ Hetep-
MeHueM cTaJl XAaTb ypoxKasi.

[Ipuwno Bpems, ypoxail co3pen. CjoH HaBenaJsicsi K Kpo-
JIUKY.

— 3Haellb,— CKa3aJ OH,— II&J I MHMO Halllero noJs u
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YBHJIEJ, UTO MPOCO yxKe co3peso. Koraa HauHéM ypoxal you-
paTb?

— Hpyr Mo#i,— npomosiBua B oTBeT KpoJsiuk,— HaM caeny-
€T NOPa3MbIC/HTb, KaK OblTb C ypOXKaem.

— UYro?! —usymuics CjoH.— YK He co6MpaellbCes JH Thl
HapyWHTb HAlLl YyroBOp?

— Jla Kak Tbl MOT Takoe moayMmaTrb? — c OOHAO0H CNpPOCHJ
Kpoauk.— [Ipocto MHe kaxKeTcsl, UTO Ham OOOUM HEBbITOJLHO
AeJIUTb YPOrKal monoJjam: BCAb KaxKAOMY JIOCTAHETCSs] TaK Ma-
Jo! He nyuwe s 01HOMY OTKasaThCsl OT CBOEH [OJIM, TOr/a
BTOPOH MOJIYUHUT BCE, a 3TO yXKe COBCeM apyroe aeso!

— 3HauuT, KTO-TO M3 Hac pabortan 3agapom?! Het yx,
cnacu6o! — Bo3myTuiacs CaoH.— [la ¥ KTO »Xe [N0JIXKeH OTKa-
3aTbCsl OT CBOEH J0JH?

— Tor, Komy He noesér. [laBail ycTpoUM coOcCTsI3aHHe,—
npeajoxxua Kposuk.

— Kakoe ewe cocrazanue?

AESREYAN
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— A BOT Kakoe. Buauupb sty AJTMHHYI0O BepeBKy? bepuch
34 ONIMH KOHel,, a 51 0T6Gery nojasblie 4 BO3bMYCh 3a APYTOH.
Bynem TsiHYTb 30 Bcex cua. Kto nepeTsiHeT — TOMY M ypOXKaH.
Cornacen?

CJIOH nocMoTpen Ha MajleHbKOro Kponuka, norom Ha cBoio
GOJ/IBLIYIO TEHb Ha 3eMJle, MOKOJNE6AJICH U COMIACHIICS.

— Ha, nepxu,— Kpouuk npotsinyi CJIOHY BepéBKY,— H
KaK TOJIbKO 1 KDUKHY «HaduHaH!», TAHU K cebe.

CJI0H Kpenko cxKas X060ToM BepeBKY, a Kposuk nomuascs
k bBeremory. EMy oH ckasan 1o ke, 4To W Cnony, u cynya
ApPYrod KoHel BepéBku. IloToMm, oT6exaB B CTOPOHKY, 3a je-
peBbsi, KpUKHYJ: «Hauunait!» Caon u Beremor NPHUHAJHUCH H30
BCEX CHJI TSIHYTb.

[loka onu cocrsizanuch, Kposuk cobpas Bc€ npoco u cnps-
TaJs y cebsl B KJaldoBKe.

Lleablx TpH oHA M TPU HOUM TsAHYJW BepeéBKY CJyioH u Bere-
MOT: TO OJIMH CH/IbHEE MOTSHET, TO APYTOMH, HO HUKOMY TaK U He
yAanochb mepeTsiHyTb. M BoT, BHIGUBIUKCH U3 CHJI, MOLUIH OHH
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HaBCcTpeuy ApYyr Apyry. Kak xe OHU yAHBUJIUCH, KOTAA CTOJK-
HYJHUCb HOCOM K HOCY!

— Tbl uTO 3a€Ch Aenaewb? — uzymuiacs CloH.

— C Kponukom cocrs3aioch,— npoxpunen beremor.

— Jla Het, 310 # cocrsizaiock ¢ Kposaukom,— Bo3pasua
CJ10H.

— Yero paau? —cnpocua beremor.— Benb Thl e He pa-
6oTtana Ha noJe!

— Eweé kak pab6oran!

— Her, 3170 51 paboran,— cka3zana beremor.

— Ilocaywai, beremor,— paccepaunica CiaoH,—s pabo-
TaJ Ha MoJe Ka)KAyl Houb!

— A g—xaxnabli neHb!

Tyr Beremor u CsoH mocmorpenu Apyr Ha apyra, H o6a
MoHsAMH, 4TOo Kposuk nepexutpun ux.

— Kako#t npoubipa! — Bo3myTtuacss Ciaon.— [loiném Ha
noJjie U CaMu MOAEJUM YpOxKau.

M onn Ovictpo 3awaranau K nosaiwo. Ho ypoxail yxe 6bLi
cHAT, a Kpoauka u caen npocThbl.

CnoH u beremoT BKOHel pas3bsipUJHCD.

— TlycTb TOJNIBKO OH Momnagércs MHe B JKYHIIAX! — 3J1HJI-
ca CJoH.

— A s He nmoanyuy ero K peke! Ilyctb yrossier xaxny B
KakoH-HUOYIb JyXKe, ecd eMy XKU3Hb gopora! —rposuscs be-
remMor.

Ho xutpbiii Kponuk BoBce He 601/icsl UX, NOTOMY 4YTO INPH-
AyMaJl y»xe HOBYK YJOBKY. OH Hajxen Ha ceb6sl KO3JMHYIO LIKY-
Py 4 OTNPaBUJICH B JKYHIVIU. Bua y Hero 6bl1 TAKOH U3MYyYeH-
Hbl, TOYHO QH BOT-BOT ynanaét. [Ipuasa K noJisiHe, rae TpyauJcs
CaoH, Kpoank 3acroHas, 3aoxaJs v noaJuics B TpaBy. CJoH
MOCMeln] K HeMy Ha NOMOULb.

— Yro ¢ 1060, Oegubli Ko3én? Kto 310 Tebs1 Tak orne-
JaJn’?

— Ox g HecuacTHbIH! — MpPOCTOHAJ XHTpel.— ITO 3J0H U
XKeCcTOKMH KpoJsiMK NOKOJOTH MeHs 3a TO, UTO i He cpasy
yerynua emy popory. OH Tak paccBuperneJs, si ejie HOTH YHéc!
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— HeyxTo Kposiuk Tako# CHJbHBIH H 3J10GHBIH? — HE T0-
BepuJs CJlOH.

— Kak Tbhicsiua n1bBoOB! — 3a6sess B oTBeT Kpouiuk.

— [lopymats TOsbKO! —Hcnyrancs CaoH.— 9§ BHXKY, ¢
HUM Jiyyllle He CBSI3BIBATHCS.

— He cBasniBaiicss! Kak yBuauub ero, cpasy 6eru!

— [TloaymaTtb TONBKO! — MOBTOPHJ CJIOH, O3UPASACH MO CTO-
pOHaM.

A Kposuk B KO3/JHHOH 1IKype mnobexkasJ K peke, Ji€r Ha
Mecok W 3aCTOHAJ:

— Omi-o#i-on! [loxanelite meHsi, f1alTe XOTb I'IOTOK BOJb!!

— Yro ¢ T060#, Ko3én? — ynusuiicsa beremor.

— 310 Bcé Kposnk! 1 eMy HOry oTnaBu/i HeYasiHHO, U BOT
UTO OH CO MHOHM 3a 3TO caeJsad.

— Kak!—mne noepun beremor.— Benb Kposauk kyna
MeHblle Tebs!

— MeHblue-T0 MeHblle, 3aTO OH CBUpeNnblii U CHJbHbIH!

beremoT 3aa1yMuuBO NOTEpPCS HOCOM O KOPATY.

— Bot uyrto, Ko3én, yxomu-ka Tbhl OTClOla MOCKoOpee.
51 npexne namun ¢ Kposukom u Tenepb He XOTesa Obl C HUM
CCOPHUTbCHA, Nake H3-3a Tebs.

— JlanHo, beremor, s yiay,— orBeTus nokopHo Kposauk u
MOMJIEJCH NPOUYb OT PEeKH.

Bot Ttak maJseHbkuil nayrtuiika npoén CiaoHa u beremora.
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